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ü Children will debate and argue with us because they know that to get their 

needs met ï the parent must be out of control. 

ü It is not personal ï itôs just business. 

ü Children are success oriented. 

ü Words weaken your position. 

 

Three Types of Parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Flight  Calm Fight 

  

 

React Respond React 

Wishy-washy 
No need to raise 

voice 
Yells and screams 

Defeated Controlled Angry 

Avoids 

confrontation 

Never uses the 

word ñtryò 

Thrives on 

confrontation 

Does not follow 

through 

Says what  he/she  

means and means 

what  he/she says 

Is abusive to 

everybody 

Debates  

Makes promises  

Makes deals 

Does what is in 

the best interest 

of the child 

and/or home 

Argues about 

everything 

Fails to get his/her 

needs met 

Gets his/her 

needs met, as 

well as the needs 

of their home 

Gets  his/her needs 

met, but at the 

childôs expense 

Normal Abnormal Normal 


